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sides of this fortress are provided each with a central gate ; on
the fourth or northern side a small but strong fortress forms a
sort of keep ; it is square, and its towers attain more than forty
feet in elevation, or about sixty, if we reckon from the bottom
of the outer ditch. Within dwells the Nejdean governor, for-
merly Mohammed-es-Sedeyree, but at the present day a negro
of Feysul's, Belal by name, a good slave and a bad ruler, if the
disaffection of the town say true. Here too is the model
orthodox Mesjicl, where all is done after the most correct
"Wahhabee fashion; here abide the MetowVaa's and Zelators
sent hither from Biacl, and other Nej deans of 'Aared, Woshem,
and Yemfimah. Within the Kot dwells also a population in
number between two and three thousand souls; for the whole
space5 even up to the inner line of the walls, is thickly in-
habited ; ifc is divided by rectangular streets running from gate
to gate, and from side to side.

The towers, fifteen or sixteen on each side of the Kot, are
mostly round, and provided with winding stairs, loopholes, and
machicolations below the battlements; the intervening walls
have similar means of defence. The trench without is for the
greatest part dry, but can be rilled with water from the garden
wells beyond when occasion requires ; the portals are strong and
well-guarded.

On the opposite side of the square, and consequently belonging
to the Kifey'eeyah, is the vaulted market-place or " Keysareeyah,"
a name by which constructions of this nature must henceforth
be called up to Mascat itself, though how this Latinism found
its way across the Peninsula to lands which seem to have had
so little commerce with the Roman or Byzantine empires, I
cannot readily conjecture. This Keysareeyah is in form a long
barrel-vaulted arcade, with a portal at either end ; the folding-
doors that should protect the entrances have here in Hofhoof
been taken away, elsewhere they are always to be found. The
sides are composed of shops, set apart in general for wares of
cost, or at least what is here esteemed costly; thus weapons, cloth
embroidery, gold and silver ornament, and analogous articles,
are the ordinary stock-in-hand in the Keysareeyah. Around it
cluster several alleys, roofed with palm-leaves against the heat,
and tolerably symmetrical; in the shops we may see the mer-